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गर हािसल म� नह� तो तलाश म� कट जायेगा, 

गर हक�कत म� नह� तो काश म� कट जायेगा,

मुम�कन ह ैइस प�थर क� कोई मूरत  ही  ना हो, 

मगर यह कम नह� �क व� तराश म� कट जायेगा | 

Friends, soon after when I took over as President of NABI in February this year during the 

annual conference at Kandaghat, Shimla Hills, the World was engulfed in COVID 19 

Pandemic . I had plans for the progress of the organization, both academic and social . 

However all plan got shelved by the pandemic . But then the above quote inspired me and 

with like minded colleagues we picked up the agenda of NABI WEB SERIES , both for professionals and for common 

man. So far we have conducted around 12 such programs , mainly on NABI platform and some in collaboration. To 

mention a few of public awareness webinars like Prevention of Kitchen Burns, avoid injuries during Diwali and First 

aid at home in COVID times. The video recording is available on the Facebook page of the NABI. 

Much had been given to us so much was rightfully being expected from us. 

Burns are 4th leading cause of death in USA. Indian scenario burns more worse due to lack of proper burn care 

facilities around 7 million suffer from burn injuries and 1.4 lacks deaths with another 2.4 lakhs end up in disabilities 

every year. Not only fire burns but lately crime against females increased with increasing incidence of clinical burns. 

I sincerely hope & pray that collectively we make effort to ease out the difficulties of these unfortunate ones. 

"Prevention is better than cure". Educate masses, to prevent burns, provide first aid in burns shall go a long way in 

decreasing morbidity and mortality. 

Let us join hands to fulfil our duty has a leader of community and make a promise of each one reach one to help in 

reduction of this preventable eventuality. 

Wish you all a happy and prosperous new year. 

Dr. Sanjeev K. Uppal 
President 
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Wishing you all a Happy and Prosperous New Year !
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNS INDIAN
ATTENDANCE SHEET

ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING
22-02-2020, KANDAGHAT

The Minutes of the Annual General Body Meeting of the 
National Academy of Burns India 

Held on 22.2.2020 at Kandaghat, HP. 

The meeting was attended by the following members:

Sno. Name 

1 Dr Sumesh Balakrishnan

2 Dr Kush Aeron

3 Dr AkshayAnchan

4 Dr Animesh Gupta

5 Dr Raghav Shrotriya

6 Dr Nilesh Shinde

7 Dr P Umar Farooq Baba

8 Dr Pramod Kumar

9 Dr Satyaswaroop

10 Dr R K Sahu

11 Dr Piyush K Thayal

12 Dr D Rajeshwar

13 Dr Aparna Sinha

14 Dr Prateek Thakur

15 Dr Archana Sinha

16 Dr Rohit S

17 Dr Anoop S

18 Dr Venkatshewaran

19 Dr S Rajasabhapati

20 Dr Lalit Makhija

21 Dr S P Bajaj

22 Dr Jaswinder Singh Kohli

23 Dr Anant Sinha

24 Dr Angeline Selvaraj

25 Dr Nirmala Poonambalam

26 Dr V Jayaraman

27 Dr Nikhil Panse

28 Dr Mangesh Tandale

29 Dr Vijay Kumar

30 Dr Shailesh Ranade

31 Dr Arun K Chowdhary

32 Dr Rajat Soni

33 Dr Sanjay Soni

34 Dr Karoon Agarwal

35 Dr Sunil Keshwani

Sno. Name 

36 Dr Sanjay Kumar 

37 Dr P K bilwani

38 Dr NimmiLalwani

39 Dr Sanjiv Bhatia

40 Dr Rajiv Agarwal

41 Dr A K Singh

42 Dr Subhodh Kumar Singh

43 Dr Upendra Sharma

44 Dr Raj Kumar Manas

45 Dr Naren Shetty

46 Dr Vijay Obed

47 Dr Sanjeev Uppal

48 Dr Sameek Bhattacharya

49 Dr Vinita Puri

50 Dr Shardendu Sharma

51 Dr Gaurav Bhatia

52 Dr Bhavya Thakur

53 Dr Soheb Rafique 

54 Dr Maninder Kaur

55 Dr Sunil Soni

56 Dr Jayesh Sachde

57 Dr Shobha Chamania

58 Dr Seema Rekha Devi

59 Dr B P Sarma

60 Dr K L Bora

61 Dr Shalabh Kumar

62 Dr R K Srivastava

63 Dr Pradeep Jain

64 Dr P L Agarwal

65 Dr Vamseedharan . M

66 Dr Smitha Segu

67 Dr R Krishnamoorthy

68 Dr S Ganapathy Krishna

69 Dr K S K Pandian

70 Dr K Leela Praveen Kumar
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNS INDIA 

In the opening remarks Dr. Vinita Puri, President NABI said that this was first time that the conference was being 

organized where the presidency is delinked from the conference organization. She emphasized that Dr Uppal 

has done an amazing job of organizing the conference with his team. She thanked the team also placed on 

record that Dr. Bharti, Dr. Uppal's wife for her effort in organizing the conference. Dr. Puri requested the Hony 

Secretary Dr Sameek Bhattacharya to conduct the Annual General Body meeting.

Secretary Report by Dr. Sameek Bhattacharya

The agenda of the meeting was circulated in the 24th Newsletter and posted on the website as well. The meeting 

was conducted as per the same agenda.

The members were informed about the sad demise of esteemed and senior Member Dr Jyotsna Murthy. The 

General Body observed one minute of silence to pray for peace of the departed soul. An obituary message was 

read out by President Dr Vinita Puri.

The minutes of the last GBM of 2019 circulated in the Newsletter No. 24 which was approved by the EXCO, was 

placed for General Body's approval and the same was approved.

The 27th NABICON was organized by our past President Dr Arun Kumar Singh and he did splendid job by 

organizing it in the camp city of Prayagraj during auspicious event of Mahakumbh. It was a mammoth task and 

he will  always be remembered for this unique endeavour. The Hony Secretary informed that Dr Singh has also 

made a saving of 4 lacs rupees that he will transfer to the NABI account. He also proposed the utilization of this 

saving by NABI that is 10% of this 4 lacs i.e. Rs 40000/- will go to the headquarter fund, 90% of 4 lacs i.e. Rs 

3,60,000/- will be invested in a corpus by the name “NABI Kumbh Professorship”.Each year 85% of accrued 

interest of 3,60,000/- will be disbursed as the Professorship Award and remaining 15% would be invested back 

in the corpus to augment it. Dr. Singh has informed that the detailed guidelines pertaining to the selection of the 

awardee will be prepared and sent to NABI. The said proposal was approved by EXCO and placed for approval 

by GB and the same was approved. 

The Midterm CME was conducted by Ranjit Kumar Sahu at Jodhpur AIIMS, in the month of August. It was avery 

well attended CME and one of the high points was, demonstration of burn dressings. Dr. Sahu presented a 

saving of  Rs 10000/- which was transferred to the NABI. The General Body applauded Dr. Sahu for his efforts in 

organizing a fruitful CME. 

In the year2019-20 40 new members joined our association i.e. 4 associate and 36 full life members. The 

General Body appreciated the efforts of the Secretary for the membership drive.
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MEMBERS WHO JOINDED NABI AFTER January 2019

s no Name Address State

1 N Chellppan Sreekymar 
Sankaram, SilverHills , Anayara, Trivendram, 

695029
Kerala

2 Kislay Kant
Nalanda Niwasm Shiv Shakti Nagar, Road no 01, 

Sandalpur Bazar- Samiti, Mahendru  Patna 

800006  

Bihar

3 Venkatesh Ramalingam
Now No. 7 B, Old No. 8 B, 2nd Main Street, VOC 

Colony, Kodambakkam Chennai 6000024 
Tamilnadu

4 Praveen Kumar K Leela
S 15 Arvind Narain Emclave, No.8 Masilamani 

Street, Tnagar Chennai, 600017 
Tamilnadu

5 Mohd Altaf Mir Shilvath Sumbal Sonawari, Kashmir 193501 J&K

6 Shilpi Karmakar 117 H-2/189 Pandu Nagar, Kanpur Nagar 208005 UP

7 Pradeoth Korambayil M
Nandana, Flat no, 102 Haritha Gardens, 

Vadookara, Thrissur 680007
Kerala

8 Shammi Purwar
124 , Utsav, Mahangar Colony, Bareilly UP 

243006
UP

9 Mousumi Sharma 
E-13/ Flat no. 502,  GH 72, Sandeep Vihar, Sector 

20, Panchkula , Haryana 124116
HR

10 Harsha Vardhan 21, Napier Road Colony -2, Lucknow Pin 226005 UP

11 Makrand Manoharrao Thakre
Flat No 522, 2nd Floor, sant Ravidas Apartments, 

Near NRI Gardens, swalambi Nagar,  Nagpur 

440022

Maharashtra

12 Dev Jyoti Sharma
E-13/ Flat no. 502,  GH 792, Sandeep Vihar, 

Sector 20, Panchkula , Haryana 124116
Haryana

13 Kamal Zaiwala Parvez
A1/201 Mandar apartment Behind St Xavier's 

High School, Loyola Hall Naranpura 

.Ahmedabad,380013

Gujarat

14 Milind  Shah Mukeshkumar
A-2 Vishal Co--Op Housing Society Ltd Apollo 

Hospital City Center Lane .Ahmedabad,380006
Gujarat

15 Nupur   Aggarwal
110 Sohanlal Mohalla Delhi Gate 

.Ghaziabad,201001
Uttar Pradesh

16 Sneha   Sharma
C-19 Green View Apartments, Plot No. 33, Sec 9 

Rohini.Delhi,110085
New Delhi

17 Srushti   Sheth
C-67 2nd floor Freedom Fighter Enclave Gate No 

3 IGNOU road .Delhi,110068
New Delhi
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MEMBERS WHO JOINDED NABI AFTER January 2019

18  Dharini #139R 4Th floor Mogra Homes, Humayunpur, Safdarjang Encalve.Delhi,110029 New Delhi

19 Praveen  A Kumar No. 56 K Block Lajpat Nagar.Delhi,110024 New Delhi

20 Ahmad   Danish Faraz B-7/38/SF Safdarjung Enclave Extension.Delhi,110029 New Delhi

21 Ananda K T Murthy Lilaram Apartments House No 2 IGNOU road Nebsarai.Delhi,110068 New Delhi

22 Mula   Babu Rohit Rakshita Hospital 1-7-93 Near SBH Chaitanyapuri.Hyderabad,500060 Andhra Pradesh

23 Anmol   Thakur Vill Dhanrashi PO Sadhot Tehsil Sarkaghat, Dist Mandi.Mandi,175024 Himachal Pradesh

24 Sukanya   Gupta 176 Garden Avenue, Near DBN school Talab Tiuo .Jammu,180016 J & K

25  Archana House No B 7/13 2nd floor Safdarjang enclave.Delhi,110029 New Delhi

26 Sri Rachuru lakshmi Doo N0 24/1/4 Opposite Rahaiha Badi Ramireddy Peta Mulapeta.Nellore,524003 Andhra Pradesh

27 Ritu   Samdyan House No 1650 Sec 9 Urban Estate .Karnal,132001 Haryana

28 Aditya  Narsimhan  G-703 Indian Oil Apartments C Block Sec 62.NOIDA,201309 Uttar Pradesh

29 Krittika  Agarwal D/O Baldev K Goel, 958/20 Durga Colony Near Sonipat Stand .ROHTAK,124001 Haryana

30 Vasanthy Hariharan Gomathy 106 Shakti Silver Spring Apartments Kaggadasapura CV Raman Nagae.Bangaluru,560093 Karnataka

31 Pavan Ayyagari Sekar S/O A. Bhaskar Rao, Vakalagaruvu, Peruru PO Amalapuram.Amalapuram,533218 Andhra Pradesh

32 Sudesh Wankhade Prakash 21 Hanuman Society Vaishaly Nagar.Nagpur,440017 Maharashtra

33 Armaan  Khosa G-100 Palam Vihar near Ansal Mall.Gurugram,122017 Haryana

34 Raghav  Mago Ho. No. 594 Model Town .Yamuna Nagar,135001 Haryana

35 Deepak, Bhatti John 40-A Doctors Campus Sadiq Road.Faridkot,157203 Punjab

s no Name Address State

36 R atn a  B ad u gu  B h u sh an Flat N o .305  P eela  H om es H B  C o lony O ld  V enko tipalem .V isakhapatnam ,530022A ndhra  P radesh

37 Sau rab h   Saxe n a B lock 1  F la t 3  N ew  D octo r A rjun N agar.R ew a,486001 M adhya P radesh

38 Su n il  G ab a 6384-A  R ajiv  V ihar M anim ajra .C hand igarh ,160101 H aryana

39 K u ld e e p   G u p ta 8A  B eli R oad , N ew  katra  (a t Jagram  C hauraha).P rayagraj,211002 U ttar P radesh

40 P u n e e t  P asrich a 220  A darsh  N agar, M ahavir M arg.Jalandhar,144001 P unjab
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It was proposed by the Hony Secretary that all members should be issued a E-Certificate. The proposal was 
approved by the EXCO and was placed for approval of the GB. The same was approved and the GB ruled that a 
paper certificated should also be issued to all members. The Hony Secretary was entrusted with the task.

The NABI Website was being maintained and its domain had been paid for another three years. All the rules 
regulations, past newsletters were archived in the website. The Hony Secretary thanked Dr Suajata Sarabahi, 
previous Secretary, for maintaining the archive very well. 

There was a suggestion by EXCO that there should be an academic section in this website. Sofor the start, Dr 
Sahu's suggested that his video regarding burn dressing from the Mid Term CME would be uploaded on the 
website. Dr Piyush also said that he would provide some videos regarding burns for the website. The newsletter 
was posted on the website and distributed by email. 

The last year Travelling fellowship was awarded to Dr Shilpi Baranwal ,but she did not avail the same and hence 
the  fellowship award was not awarded to her.

The Secretary's  Report was Approved 

Treasurer Audit Report by Dr Sharad Sharma

Financial status has remained stationary as before as the income was mainly from membership drive, interest 
from various Fixed Deposits and contributions from NABICON savings.

Income from memberships: In 2018-19 30 new members joined the association, 35 as life member @ 7000 and 
5 as Associate life member@3500. Total membership amount---Rs 2, 62.500/-

Audit report of NABICON 2019 was received from Dr A K Singh. and forwarded to CA for final auditing and filing 
of ITR.Dr. A K Singh had also informed of the contribution of Rs. 3,89054 as the savings from NABICON 2019.

All FIXED DEPOSITS (8 with Syndicate bank, LNJP hospital and 10 with SBI Ansari nagar, AIIMS) have been 
updated on due dates for one year/ three years.

Closure of bank account of NABI 2018 was done and NABI 2019 account closure report wasawaited.
Amount of Rs.4,13591/- was transferred on 11th Jan to the NABI account after closure of the NABI Journal 
account in Mumbai.

Regarding redemption of Templeton Investment Fund which needs KYC Updation

Inclusions of previous FD's ID no. ID-1045079 of Syndicate Bank in Headquarter Fund.

The treasurer said with the rates of interest of fixed deposits coming down to almost 6%, the interest   received 
has also gone down tremendously which would affect the award amount been given in the upcoming years. He 
suggested that as the private banks (IDFC, other small payment banks) are offering interest upto 9% on FD's few 
FDs may be transferred or opened in these banks. 

The Treasurer said that next year onwards, 85% of the interest accrued of the corpus amount would be 
disbursed as award money and the remaining 15% would be invested back in the corpus to augment it. So all the 
awards that had year mark corpus would be managed  like this. This way the proportion which is used to avoid 
paying income tax. i.e if the spend 85% of the income , we are not liable to pay income taxes.

The treasurerinformed that GST was not being levied on membership as of now. The EXCO had resolved that 
the GST was to be levied on membership fees and to be filed at the rate of 18% . For this financial year, the GST 
amount would be paid by NABI and from next financial year, the GST would be charged from the new members 
and a revised fee structure inclusive of 18% GST would be posted on the website.
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Editor's Report by Dr. Vijay Kumar

At the outset Dr. Vijay Kumar thanked the co-editors, Dr. Venkateshwaran , Dr D. Upadhyaya , Dr Durga Karki 
and Dr R Ravindra Bharti. He informed that as per new regulation of MCI the Journal was indexed with DOAG 
and hence was recognized. The latest issue was released online on time and journal copy was dispatched. The 
present issue included Editorial, know your burn unit, the burn unit was about Atal Bihari Bajpai Institute of 
Medical Sciences, RML Hospital, Guru speak, one review article, 15 original articles, 4 case reports and one 
letter to Editor. The acceptance rate for this year was 64% and around 95 reviewers reviewed the articles this 
year. He also informed that there were 5 international articles from USA, Ghana, Nepal, Japan and Thailand.

This year RNI registration was applied for. The publishers had informed that it was signed by the magistrate and 
it was now in process of submitting the signed application to RNI officer. After this registration, process for 
permanent indexing would be started. He said that the problem faced was that there was only one issue per 
year since there was very few articles and two issues was possible only when there was around 80 articles.  He 
requested the General Body members to send more articles. He concluded the report by thanking all the 
reviewers.

The Editor's Report was Approved 

Awards and Fellowships for the forthcoming year

Mrs. Phoolan Devi Gupta award for outstanding work in field of burns 2020-21
Nomination: Dr Vinita Puri

Approved

Dr Bhimandas Bilwani Oration for year 2020-21.
Nomination: Dr V K Tiwari
Approved

Safdarjung Hospital Professorship for 2020-21
Nomination: Dr I N Tiwari.
Approved

Lok Nayak visiting Professorship 2020-21 
Nomination: Dr Hu…

NABI Travelling fellowship of 2020-21
No application 

Mid Term CME 2020-21
Two applications 
Dr Jitendra Mishra from RAIPUR AIIMS
Dr Rajiv Aggarwal, SGPGI Lucknow (applied last year also)  
Dr Rajiv Aggarwal's proposal was approved 

Research Award 2020-21
No nomination

Honorary Membership
None conferred 

NABI Best Paper Award-21
Dr Gaurav Bhatia
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Bid for Conference of 2020

The secretary apprised the House that in the last GBM there was detailed discussion regarding rotation of 
Conference and delinking the same from presidency. After detailed discussion, the guidelines of the rotation of 
the conference were formulated and approved by the GB. The same was posted on the website along with the5-
year calendar. The agreed sequence of rotation was North, East, South, West and Central. The states were 
divided in 5 zones as per State Organization Act 1956, Govt of India and closing date of bid being 30th of Oct. 
The secretary informed that no bid was received from the Central zone, which is the eligible bidder for 2022. 

Dr. S. Raja Sabapathy said that the basic premise of the rotation of conference was that every zone gets the 
chance to organize the event at an equal interval of time. He emphasized that although the prospective 5-year 
calendar made during the GBM of 2019 was fine, he wanted to bring to the notice of the GB how the conference 
had actually rotated since the rotation system was in place. He informed that in 2018 NABICON was organized 
in East Zone (Gwahati), in 2019 in Central Zone (Prayagraj), in 2020 in North Zone (Kandaghat), and in 2021 it 
would be in West Zone. He said since in the period between 2018 to 2021 all zones have been covered except 
the South zone, he proposed that the 2022 NABICON should be held in South zone, which will justifiably cover 
all zones in a span of five years.

Dr. Subodh Kumar said although he wished to bid for hosting NABICON 2022 in the Central zone, but keeping in 
mind the greater idea of having conference in different zones, he supported Dr Raja's bid for organizing it in 
South zone. But he also said the year ie 2023 should go Central Zone.

Dr. Karoon Agarwal said considering the discussion and the deliberations of the last GBM, in making the 
conference rotation guidelines, he emphasized that the it was important to respect the deliberations of the 2019 
GB, and uphold the decisions of the GB. He said the rotation guidelines was well designed and there should not 
be any change in the calendar, and since there were no bids from Central zone the president should decide 
where to organize NABICON 2022.

Dr S Ganapathy Krishna said just because the previous GB had decided something and the present GB 
meeting had an equal right to amend the decision of the last GB. He said that as informed by Dr. Raja if South 
zone gets chance to hold the conference in 2025 as per the present calendar it would after 14 years since 
conference was last held in South which was not fair to the South zone. Hence he emphasized that the present 
GB should change this decision of GB 2019.

Dr Nirmala Poonambalam insisted that there should be consensus in the house in deciding the venue of 2022 
conference. 

Dr. Piyush said that in 2017 GB, it was the turn for South to bid for the conference of 2019 and since there was no 
bid from South Zone the then president Dr P S Bhandari organized it in Delhi. He said that in last GBM this 
calendar was formulated after detailed discussion and if we change it this year it is possible the next year we 
may change again.

Dr. P. K. Bilwani said that the conference rotation calendar was concluded after a very detailed deliberation and 
it should not be changed. He said this rotation should be followed otherwise every year the same problem will 
occur.

Dr. Lalit Makhija said that what was decided in last GBM, was good and conclusive and there was no need to 
change the calendar. He said this would set a wrong precedence and next year someone again can ask for a 
change.

Dr. A. K. Singh said that this system of rotation had some problem in the beginning and he had put in lot of efforts 
in sorting it out. He emphasized that as it had taken lot of efforts and deep understanding between the incoming 
President and the then President and somehow a rapprochement and consensus was reached, hence 
whatever had been formulated should continue. 
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Dr. Vinita Puri said that the basic spirit of rotation of conference was that the conference rotates in all zones. She 
underscored that it was a fact that from 2018 to 2021 all zones are covered except the South.  Since all other 4 
zones have had the chance and if we let the conference go to South in 2022, it will rotate in all 5 zones as per the 
spirit of rotation.  She concluded that by sticking to rules so much we should not forget the basic spirit of rotation 
and proposed that the 2022 conference should go to South and subsequently the conference rotates as per the 
previous guidelines and the next conference will be held as 

2023 – East Zone, 2024 – Central Zone, 2025 – North Zone, 2026 West Zone and 2027- South Zone. 

Dr. S. P. Bajaj said this way if we keep changing rule made by GB we would be doing it every year. 

Dr. Sameek Bhattacharya said during the GBM of 2019 rules were formulated regarding rotation of conference 
in the future. Since a decision of previous GBM was being revised, fresh resolution must be passed. 

As proposed by the President following resolutions were passed to negate the rules of rotation made in 
GB 2019 

Resolution 1:“The Rotation calendar made during GBM 2019 don't hold good and it should be changed”
Majority approved

Resolution 2: “The conference of 2022 should go to South Zone”
Majority approved

Resolution 3:The calendar of rotation 2023 onwards:East (2023), Central (2024), North (2025), West (2026), 
and South (2027)

Majority approved

Resolution 4:The bid of the conference of 2 years later should come to the secretary before the executive 
meeting of the next year conference. 
Majority approved

Other matters

1 Dr Seema Rekha Devi had given a proposal of donating Rs 1 lac, which could be invested in the corpus and 

interest to be given out as “Burn Survivor Achievers Award”. The Exco deliberated on this point and she was 

advised to send detailed guideline regarding the rules pertaining to the selection of the awardee that she agreed 

to do the same. The matter would be taken up in the next EXCO meeting.

2.Issue regarding the use of NABI Logo by the member for their professional or personal use was discussed. It 

was emphasized by the secretary that the logo was the property of the Association and sought the opinion of 

GB. It was suggested that members both Associate member or full life member, cannot use the logo for their 

personal activities It is also concluded that the logo must not be given for commercial purpose to anyone.

Elections for Office Bearers

Completion of Tenure

Dr Subodh Kumar and Dr Manoj Jha finished their tenure of 3 years in 2020 as executive member and the 

secretary, on behalf of the Association, thanked them for their contribution.



New Delhi– Page 11 --NABI Newsletter, No. 25, Dec. 2020

Handing of the Presidentship 

Dr Vinita Puri,President (2019-20)handed over the Presidentship to Dr Sanjeev Uppal, Vice President  and 
he was declared as the President for 2020-21.

Election was held for the following posts
1. Post of Vice President:  No. of Post 01
2. Post of Executive Member:  No.of Post 03

The Secretary requested Dr. P.K. Bilwani to be the Election Officer and requested Dr. Sanjay Giri& Dr. 
Shailesh Ranade  to be supporting election officers.

Nominations for the post of Vice President. (01 post) 

Prof R K Srivastava

Dr. Anant Sinha
 
Nominations for the post of Executive Members (03 Posts)
1. Dr Rajiv Aggarwal        
Proposed by  Dr S P Bajaj and Seconded by Dr K L Bohra
2. Dr Smita Singh   
Proposed by Dr S. RajaSabapathy and seconded by Dr Karoon Agarwal
3. Dr Pramod Kumar  
Proposed by Dr Ranjit Sahu and Seconded by Dr Satya Tripathi
4. Dr Raj  Manas  
Proposed by Dr Piyush and Seconded by Dr Upender
5. Dr Omer Farooq 
Proposed by Dr Pradeep Jain& seconded by Dr Shobha Chamania

Results of Election 2020

Vice President:  Dr. R. K. Srivastava
Executive Members: Dr. Smita Segu
    Dr. Raj Manas
    Dr. Rajiv Agarwal

The Meeting ended with thanks to the Chair.
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Dr Vinita Puri

President
NABI

Dr Sameek Bhattacharya

Hony. Secretary
NABI



New Delhi– Page 12 --NABI Newsletter, No. 25, Dec. 2020

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNS



New Delhi– Page 13 --NABI Newsletter, No. 25, Dec. 2020

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNS



New Delhi– Page 14 --NABI Newsletter, No. 25, Dec. 2020

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNS



New Delhi– Page 15 --NABI Newsletter, No. 25, Dec. 2020

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNSNATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNS



New Delhi– Page 16--NABI Newsletter, No. 25, Dec. 2020

Minutes of Extraordinary EXCO meeting 

Minutes of Extraordinary EXCO meeting held on online on 6th December at 10.30 am. 
Agenda:

The Meeting was chaired by the President Dr. Sanjeev Uppal and he welcomed all members to the 
meeting

1. Postponing NABICON 2021 as requested by Dr. Vinita Puri.

Resolved that the NABICON 2021 scheduled in 2021 be postponed to 2022

2. Declaration of year 20-21 as zero year 
Resolved that the year 2020-21 wound be considered as zero year and there would no GBM and 
election. The incumbent oFfice-bearers would be in oFfice for an additional year. 

3. Postponing mid-term CME to be held at Lucknow as requested by Dr. Rajeev Agrawal
Resolved the mid-term CME scheduled in 2021 be postponed to 2022. 

4. Sanctioning of IT support/budget for our online web series.
Resolved that a sanction of maximum of Rs 6500/month may be given for the IT support/webinar 
broadcasts. This would include Rs1500/- for monthly zoom subscription (unlimited meetings and 1GB 
cloud storage) and maximum of Rs 5000 for IT support for 4 meetings, making fliers and managing 
recordings. Dr. Veena Singh was authorized to negotiate and send the proposal of the IT support 
company to the President, Secretary and Treasurer for approval. 

It was also resolved that the expenditure incurred by Dr. Veena Singh in organizing the Webinar series of 
NABI till now be given post-facto approval and she be reimbursed the same as per the billed amount.

5. Issue of Membership Certificate to Members
Resolved that E certificates would be issued and the secretary was entrusted to execute the same. 

6. Association Plastic Surgeons of West Bengal(APSWB) had requested NABI endorsement of 
webinar on Early Burn Wound Excision by Mr Odhran Shelly  Consultant Burns and Plastic Surgeon 
at the St Andrews Centre for Burns and Plastic Surgery, Chelmsford UK.

that NABI would endorse the same and Dr. Veena Singh would coordinate with APSWB for the same.

7. The secretary was authorized to frame rule pertaining to involvement of private companies with 
NABI

8. The secretary ended the meeting with a vote of thanks
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Hony. Secretary
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A Report
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NABICON2020
A REPORT

NABICON 2020 was organized at Kandaghat , Shimla Hills from 21st to 23rd February 2020 by Dr Sanjeev Uppal , 

Chairman Organising Committee and his team . The mega event was attended by over 200 delegates including 

faculty from India and abroad.

The conference was formally inaugurated by the Chief Guest Dr Ravinder Singh , an eminent surgeon and 

former Director Medical Education Punjab . Dr Rakesh Mahajan , Director Health services Punjab was the Guest 

of Honour .

The conference started with the Nursing Training Sessions on 21 st morning . Nearly 80 nurses from Himachal , 

Punjab and Chandigarh hospitals participated . The faculty during this unique training programme included Dr 

Jaya Kuruville , Ms Prajakta Hindlekar , President and Secretary of Critical Care Nursing Assoation , Ms Pratibha 

Sharma from Indore , Dr Bharti Kawatra from Christian Medical College , Ludhiana , Dr Anjay Khandelwal from 

USA and Ms Pooja Nair from Mumbai . There were podium presentations which were followed by 5 workstations 

of 15 to 20 participants each with 2 trainers on Inhalation Burns , Scar Management , Fluid Management , Pain 

Management and Burn Wound Management .

The academic sessions of the conference were carried out in two halls simultaneously . There were plenary 

sessions and in all 95 talks and papers were presented during the three day conference . The faculty included 

mix of overseas and Indian experts . Eminent foreign faculty included Dr Anjay Khandelwal and Dr Devesh 

Sharma from USA Dr Ram Velumuri from UK , Mr Emilio Galeo from UAE
.
Prestigious Bhiman Das Bilwani Oration was awarded and delivered by Dr Sanjeev Uppal . Other orations 

delivered were by Dr Devesh Sharma from USA – Safdarjung Professorship Award , Dr A K Singh – Phoolan Devi 

Gupta Award and Dr Sunil Keswani – Lok Nayak Hospital Visiting Professorship Award .

There were some unique sessions introduced for the first time like :-
    How I Do It – Videos Session conducted by Dr Nikhil Panse .
    Kaun Banega Burns Champion – Quiz Contest with Dr Venketeshwaran Narsimha as Quiz Master .
    Burn Care India 2030 conducted by Dr Veena Singh .
    Burns Parliament -Open house conducted by Dr Shobha Chamania and Dr Sanjeev Uppal .

Glittering Cultural Programmes were organized on the evenings of 21st and 22nd February and many delegates 

also showcased their talent like dance performances , songs , etc . There was a presentation by a professional 

troupe based on traditional dances of Punjab like giddha and bhangra and Himachali dance . All the delegates 

later on danced to the music of DJ and had distressed themselves.
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The spouses and children were specially taken care of and kept busy . Trips to the Highest Cricket Ground in the 

World at Chail and Heritage Park at Solan were organized for them . A special Mehandi session was there for 

wives of the delegates and female delegates .l Ethnic Himachali Dresses were made available by the organisers 

for getting one and all photographed . A Cookery Class was organized . There were Fun Games for all with 

attractive prizes .

A Mountain Trekking expedition was organized on 22 nd February at 6.30 am . It was led by Dr Vinita Puri, 

President NABI 2019. On 23rd February morning a Bird Watching tour led by Dr J S Kohli and Dr Sameek 

Bhattacharya was organized in the hill area near venue . Both these adventure tours were a great hit with the 

delegates and accompanying persons .

Executive and the general body meetings were held . The elections for the post of Vice President and Executive 

members were also held . Dr R K Srivastava was elected as Vice President . Dr Smitha Segu , Dr Rajeev Aggarwal 

and Dr Raj Manas were elected as executive members .

Dr Sanjeev Uppal was installed as President NABI 2020 by the outgoing President Dr Vinita Puri in customary 

medallion transfer . The conference ended on a pleasant note and the organizing committee members were 

honoured . Dr Sanjeev K Uppal, the organizing chairman thanked one and all for making this event a memorable 

one . Everyone parted with the feeling of joy and looking forward to the next NABICON at Goa .
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BURN CARE TUTORIALS 2020 
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF BURNS-INDIA 

 

NABI has started its online tutorials both for the professionals and public under the dynamic and 
though�ul guidance of President, Dr Sanjeev Uppal. The planning was to conduct online sessions for 
both burn professionals and general public on alternate Sundays and two of the Execu�ve members, 
Dr Veena Singh and Dr Raj Manas were given the responsibility as NABI Online Webinar coordinators.  

The first webinar for specialists was held on 18th October 2020 and it has con�nued since then. 
There has been overwhelming response from the professionals towards the online tutorials which 
includes delibera�ons from one speaker among burn specialists and another speaker from allied 
specialities  viz. Nephrologist, Pulmonologist, Intensivist, Pain specialist, Dietician, Physiotherapist, etc. 
To include the specialist opinion from related d epartments is a unique feature of NABI tutorials. The 
team has also complied with several requests from NABI members to provide the link of the webinar 
recordings for burn professionals so that they can watch during their leisure �me and get benefited.  

To reach the public and non-medical popula�on, the burn tutorials for general awareness are being 
live streamed on social media (Facebook) and message is conveyed in the form of Q&A between the 
Speaker and Moderator. There has been an extremely encouraging response towards the program 
conducted on social media for the public with approximately 2200 views and 23 shares in a week for 
first session on “preven�on of kitchen burns” and approximately 600-900 views for other sessions.  

Sessions conducted �ll date: 

 

NABI Burn tutorials for Public (Sunday at 12-1 PM) 

Date Topic Speaker Moderator 

25-10-20 Preven�on of Kitchen Burns Dr Sanjeev Uppal Dr Veena Singh 

08-11-20 Prevention of Diwali Burns Dr R Bharat Dr Nikhil Panse 

22-11-20 First aid management of minor burns at 

home: A necessity during COVID 19 

Dr Shobha Chamania Dr R Venkateswaran 

06-12-20 Preven�on of Winter Burns Dr Seemarekha Devi Dr Ankur Bhatnagar 
 

NABI Burn tutorials for Professionals (Sunday at 12-1 PM) 

Date Topic ( time allo�ed) Speaker(s)* Moderator(s) 

18-10-2020 Patho-physiology of Burn and ini�al  

evalua�on and management  

Specialist opinion: ICU care in Burn 

Dr Sujata Sarabahi 

Dr Ram Varaham 

Dr Sanjaeev Uppal 

Dr Raj Manas 

01-11-2020 

 

Management of Burns in Covid-19 

Specialist opinion: Pain management 

Dr Shalabh Kumar 

Dr Chandni Sinha 

Dr R K Srivastava 

Dr Sanjay Giri 

15-11-2020 Management of Inhala�onal Burn & facial 

burn 

Specialist opinion: Management of 

Pulmonary complica�ons 

Dr Pramod Kumar 

Dr Saurabh Mi�al 

Dr Rajiv Agarwal 

Dr Shardendu Sharma 

29-11-2020 Nonsurgical management of burns wounds 

Surgical management of burn wounds 

Dr Pradeep Jain 

Panel Discussion 

Dr Vinita Puri 

Dr Prasanta 

Bha�acharya 

13-12-2020  Electric burn and management 

Specialist opinion: Renal complica�ons 

Dr Mark Fisher 

Dr Arun Subbiah 

Dr Vijay Kumar 
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Dr. Rana A. K. Singh appointed as Medical superintendent and Director Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee Institute of Medical Sciences and Dr. RML hospital, New Delhi

Dr. Rana A. K. Singh

Dr. Sachin Jamma

Dr. S Raja Sabhapathy

1. In Melbourne meeting held in March 2020, I took over as President of the Asian Pacific Federation of 
Societies for Surgery of the Hand .  This Federation is of  13 Member Nations including Japan, Australia 
and South Korea.  This is a three year term.and would hold the office till 2023. First time the Federation 
gets an Indian President.

2. I have been invited to deliver the Inaugural Presidential  Guest Lecture of the APFSSH at  Melbourne 
on the topic, "Creating Institutions and Beyond'.

3.   Was invited to deliver the "International Guest Lecture" of the American Society for Surgery of the 
Hand.  In their 75 year history of the ASSH, the first time for an Indian.  

4. was inducted as an Honorary Fellow (Hon FACS)  by the American College of Surgeons.  Fifth Indian 

to be recognized by this honour and the 13th Plastic Surgeon in the world  to be accorded this honour. 

Year of inception and award of Hon FACS of American College of Surgeons - 1913

Was Sponsored by Abdominal Wall Reconstruction Surgeon's Community (AERSC )for AWR Course at 
Madrid, Spain from 2nd June to 8th June 2019. 

 
Committee membership of two committees - namely Communication &  Continuing Education Committee of 
*SAGES* - Society of American Gastrointestinal & Endoscopic Surgeons, USA.Participated in both the 
meetings at SAGES Conference at Washington DC in April 2019.

Presented 4 E posters at SAGES Conference at Baltimore ,USA
1) A NOVEL , NO COST , SIMPLE PAPER MODEL TECHNIQUE FOR PLACEMENT OF IPOM
2) LOCULA- A minimally invasive procedure for Pilonidal Sinus: Pilonidal disease management needs a 
paradigm shift from more to less  
3) Transanal opening of intersphincteric space (TROPIS) procedure in 238 high complex anal fistulas

4) Recent advances and comparison of different Fistula-in-ano classifications: Has the problem been solved?  

Appointed as Editorial Manager of "Surgical Endoscopy" A high impact International Indexed Journal of SAGES

Serving as an Abstract reviewer for SAGES,USA.
Reviewed 8 SAGES Videos to be presented at SAGES Meeting at Cleveland,USA in 2020.

Was faculty for Masicon 2019 at Aurangabad & participated as Panelist in "Masterclass on Ventral Hernia”

Invited Faculty at Masicon 2020 at Amravati to participate in Debate talking on - 3cm Umbilical Hernia - IPOM Surgery

Presented two papers at Asicon 2019 at Bhubaneswar in Dec. 2019

 1) INNOVATION PAPER presentation   : Successful conservative management (LOOP) in patient on anti-coagulants with bleeding 
hemorrhoids and severe anemia: Avoidance of high-risk emergency surgery

This paper got third prize in Innovations Category.

2) Free Paper Session : Postoperative urinary retention after anorectal surgery due to inability to raise intraabdominal pressure 
(IRIP)- A commonly missed benign cause.

Participated in Rotary Medical Mission Nigeria from 29th January 2020 to 10th February 2020 at Jos, Nigeria.Did total 55 Open & 
Laparoscopic General Surgery cases to help poor patients.This was a free of cost surgery camp.
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Dr. Sudhir Singh

Dr. Ayyappan Thangavel

Selected as Consultant Ministry of Health and presently in King Fahd Hospital Eastern 

Territories KSA 

1 President of Varanasi Chapter of Association Of Surgeons Of India and Varanasi 

Surgical Society 2019-2020.

2.Coducted Burn Update 2020 and delivered Peripheral nerve surgery oration.

3.Gave talk on Clinical efficacy of  Nanocrystalline SILVER And Collagen In Burn Dressing at 

4.Conducted International workshop on craniofacial plating system in Varanasi in 2019 with help 

5.District Chairman of Lions Clubs International District 321E Rehabilitation Service Project 2019-2020.

6. Awarded prestigious V Mahadevan Award  by International College Of Surgeons for best research 

 papers for consecutive two years 2018 and 2019.

7. Conferred with FICS i.e. Fellow Of International College Of Surgeons in Plastic Surgery in 2019.

National Academy Of Burns 2019.

of SGPGI, Lucknow.

1. As Office in-charge planned, developed and managed the operation of a 150 bedded Covid 

Care Center at Chanakyapuri, Delhi.

2. Managed Covid manpower deployment as Nodal officer of the hospital.

3. Concluded ICMR funded study "To study the causes of LPG related burns". Shared the result 

with Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and recommended specific interventions in reducing 

incidence of LPG burns

Prof. (Dr.) Sameek Bhattacharya
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Appointed as Nodal officer and head of task force for COVID for 650 beds in the govt set up, 

the first and only hosp which treated covid pts for the first 3 months and treated almost 

7000 patients as of now.

Dr Smitha Segu

 P Umar Farooq Baba

Became member of British Burn Association(BBA) and B

 European Burn Association (EBA).

Received Outstanding Organizing Skill Award 2020 

from Director SKIMS on SKIMS Annual Day

1

2

Department of Plastic Surgery 3 & Burns, SKIMS, Srinagar

1. Appointed Institute Nodal Officer for Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK), a Central Govt. 
project for corrective surgeries of congenital defects like cleft lip/palate, neural tube defect, cerebral 
palsy, congenital deafness, cataract  and also for Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN) and Umbrella 
Scheme of Govt. of India.

2. Received "Champion Award" from Bihar State Disaster Management Authority (BSDMA), Govt. 
of Bihar during 31st National Road Safety Week (11th-17th January 2020) for contribution towards 
the cause of road safety awareness and organizing health camps at various schools, colleges for 
students and public transport drivers of Bihar.

3. Nodal Officer, Critical Thinking, AIIMS Patna Foundation Course for welfare of Faculty, 
postgraduates and students.

Achievements during COVID-19 pandemic:
5. Institute Nodal Officer, DRDO PM CARES Covid Hospital, ESIC Bihta, Patna

                                         6. Nodal Faculty, AiIIMS Patna Centre of Excellence for clinical management of Covid 19 Teaching & 
                                         Training.

Dr Veena Singh
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     Webinar and Press Meet- Diwali Burn Prevention 
Burn Care Day Inaugural Function at 

District Library, Guwahati

1 Organization of Burn Care Day 2020 -    

Organized the 6th  Burn Care Day, with a day long program at District Library Auditorium, Guwahati on 12 February 2020 from 9-30 
AM onwards. The Chief Guest was Sri Prasanta Rajguru, Editor, Amar Asom,(An Assamese daily) and the Guest of Honor was   Dr. 
A.M. Vartak, Consultant Burn and Plastic Surgeon, Masina and Wadia Hospital, Mumbai. He delivered a talk on Prevention and 
First Aid in Burns for the students and people in general.  An audio-visual talk on problems of Burn patients and their solution was 
presented by Dr Bhupendra Prasad Sarma, Secretary, Burn Car Foundation.  The other highlights of the Day were the participation 
and narration of experience of the Burn Survivors while undergoing treatment and presentation of a skit on problems of burns by the 
doctors and nurses of the Burn unit. About 650 students, nurses ,doctors and common people attended the program.
 
2.Training program of doctors and nurses -  A Training Program on Essential Burn Care for doctors and nurses was organized on 12 
& 13 February 2020.at NEMCARE Hospital, Guwahati.  It was a theoretical as well as practical- hands on training program on 
Essential Burn Care. Thirty doctors and nurses from different parts of the state participated in the program. Besides the doctors 
from Assam, Dr A M Vartak Mumbai, also participated in the program as faculty. 

3.Certificate course on Burn Care for nurses-  A six day long Training course , implemented by IL&FS Skills , New Delhi  and 
approved by National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) , under Ministry of Skill Development, Government of India, was 
organized at NEMCARE Hospital from 15 October to 20 October 2020 . 19 nurses from the state participated. They were given 
certificates after they passed the examination held after the completion of the course.  

4.Diwali Burn Prevention Program- 

a) A webinar on Prevention of Burns and Air pollution in Diwali was organized by Google Meet on 10 November 2020. The 
discussion by a number of Burn care personnel was moderated by Dr B P Sarma. There was good interaction amongst the 55 odd 
participants.

b) Audio-visual presentation on 'Prevention of Burns and Air Pollution in Diwali' has been uploaded for everyone's view in social 
media like Face book and YouTube.  

c) Press Meet and Television Interviews on Safe Diwali and Protection of Environment was organized on 12 November 2020 .

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Dr Bhupendra Prasad Sarma,Sr. Consultant Surgeon, NEMCARE Hospital, Guwahati 

Achievement of Burn Unit of Burn Care Foundation, Guwahati 2020 
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Dr B D Paliwal
MBBS MD
( Anesthesiology)

Notable achievements of the year 2020
is the use of Innovative servoflurance vaporizer
with oxygen concentrator.
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Dr. Jyotsana Murthy our NABI member passed away this year. Her passing away has left a void in many 
hearts. Her absence is being felt not just by us, her friends, but also by the vast number of patients and 
their families whose lives she touched over the 3 decades she practiced.  

I remember her to be someone special and to my mind the finest hand ever amongst all surgeons I have 
ever seen. I first saw her operating and suturing over 30years back when I was a general surgery 
resident and she the plastic surgery one. Her fluidity with the instruments and deft hands left me 
awestruck.

During her last days she spent her time peacefully at the ISHA foundation.I pray her soul attains moksha 

On behalf of NABI, we offer our deepest condolences to her family.

MBBS  : 1955 Agra University
M.S. (Surgery) : 1958 Agra University
Dr. Suresh C. Gupta was born on 5th October 1933 in U.P. After a distinguished academic career going through 
Modern School, Barakhamba Road, Delhi, he graduated from Medical College Agra with Gold Medal and 
Honours. He was introduced to Plastic Surgery by a person no less than Sir Harold Gillies, in 1959 at Jaipur. 
Thereafter, from 1960 to 1965 he worked at East Grinstead in England.     He was elected a full member of British 
Association of Plastic Surgeons (BAPS).  He joined as Hony. Civilian Consultant in Plastic Surgery to the Indian 
Armed Forces during the Indo Pak war in 1965. In 1965 he joined Sir Ganga Ram Hospital as an Hony. Plastic 
Surgeon.  From 1965 to 1968 he also worked as Hony. Consultant in Plastic Surgery in Irwin Hospital (now 
LNJP), New Delhi. He was the first Aesthetic Surgeon of India. 

Dr Suresh Gupta was elected President of Association of Plastic Surgeons of India in 1977, at an early age of 44 years. He served on 
the executive body of the IPRAS, representing India and East.   From 1987 to 1996 he served as Director of International foundation of 
Plastic Surgery. In 1987 he organized the World Congress of IPRAS which was a resounding success. He was awarded the lifetime 
achievement Award by Association of Plastic Surgeons of India in 2005. In 2011 he was appointed as the Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of APSI.

A man of impeccable taste he thrived in dressing as elegantly as he conducted himself. A thorough professional who literally worked till 
the last day. Dr Gupta was an avid golfer and the weekends were reserved for this passion. He will also be remembered for the 2004 
judgement where the criminal liability of a surgeon was redefined and it came as a saviour to the surgical profession in consumer 
liability. 

We pray for the departed soul.

Dr. Suresh C. Gupta
05.10.1933 – 04.11.2020

The Plastic Surgery Community lost a noble soul on 26.11.2020 when Dr.N  Panchavarnam of Madurai  

passed away due to Covid. Infection  at the age of 76 years..  

Born in the town of Sivagangai in Tamil Nadu  on 22nd April, 1946 he completed his MBBS at Madras 

Medical College and thereafter spent his entire professional lifetime in Madurai during his Post Graduation 

in General Surgery and Plastic Surgery from Madurai Medical College, which he completed in 1990.  He 

retired as a Civil Surgeon from the Government Rajaji Hospital, Madurai and  became a full time Consultant 

at Meenakshi Mission Hospital, Madurai.  He started Smile Train 

project in 2003 at Meenakshi Mission Hospital. 

My memory goes to a small conversation I had with Prof. Adenwalla.  During a casual 

conversation I was having with Prof Adenwalla, he asked me “Do you know Dr. Panchavarnam 

who has applied for Smile Train Project in Madurai?”   I replied to him “I personally have not 

seen him operate Sir, but I know him as a very conscientious surgeon who talks passionately to 

his patients.  I like him aa a good person”.  Prof. Adenwalla said that quality is enough to take 

care of children.  Prof. Adenwalla's words appear to be prophetic because Dr. Panchavarnam 

personally did over 13,000 Cleft Lip surgeries under the Smile Train.  This number becomes even more significant when we consider 

Dr. Panchavarnam

Dr  Vinita Puri

Dr R B Ahuja
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Major Prof. N. Magendran who passed away in 1.11.2020, was born on 6.7.35. in a village named 

Sendarapatti, Salem district in Tamilnadu. He graduated from Madurai Medical College – 1955 batch. He 

had his masters from Madras Medical College -1975. Served in the army in 1965 through Madras public 

service commission. He held major rank and employed as RMO (Regimental Medical Officer) under 

emergency commission, New Delhi. He served from 1965 to 1971 in the army. Joined as Lt. General and 

retired as Major. He worked with Prof R.Venkataswami in Stanley Medical College in 1972 and served for 3 

years. He joined Mch (Plastic surgery) in Madras Medical College under Prof. C.R.Sunderarajan and 

passed out. He was elevated to Reader in Plastic Surgery, Coimbatore Medical College and Madurai 

Medical College and later joined as associate professor in Madras Medical College and retired in 1994. I had 

his acquittance in 1973, when I joined with Prof.Venkataswami as assistant surgeon. He was very kind, polite gentleman but his 

appearance is totally otherwise.

Always trustable as an army doctor and friendly. He taught me the basics of hand surgery. He was a polite man but very strict in 

dealing with junior staff and the departmental activities. He had never any fear to express his ideas. The decision making of clinical 

cases was good. He also took part in administration. Though he appears tough, he was very polite and kind. I had contact with him till 

his last days. He got married in 1965 to Mrs.Vishalakshi alias Bhavani, who left him in 1975 with 2 kids, Kalyani and Vishwapriya. He 

remained Bachelor till his end and took after his two daughters. He educated them well. He breathed his last on 1.11.2020 leaving 

behind his brother’s family and his family and 4 grandchildren. 

Prof. Balakrishnan 

that Tamil Nadu has a good healthcare system with no great backlog of unoperated 

clefts in the state. It shows that Dr. Panchavarnam was able to draw patients from far 

and wide to his centre.  That is only possible when the leader is passionate, sets up 

systems, executes them with care and wins the trust of people. He received the Smile 

Train Hero award, was specially complimented by our Late President APJ Abdul 

Kalam.  
 
Dr. Binita Beck, Plastic Surgeon who worked along with him for most of the period at 

Meenakshi Mission Hospital had this to say when I asked her “What is the one thing 

which you remember which reflects his character the most?”  Dr. Binita  said “Dr. 

Panchavarnam was peoples' man”.  As he walked along the corridor of the hospital 

he will be saying “Hello” and a good word to at least 30-40 persons before reaching 

the Plastic Surgery ward.  He was genuinely concerned about patients and used to do rounds even on Sundays”.  He was kind to 

patients and to him his life's mission was work. He was active and even post joint replacements always used the stairs.  

He was married to Mrs Jothimani and they were a great couple. They attended all APSICON meetings together and APSICON 

regulars will really miss the sight of both walking together.  I spoke to him about 2 weeks before his demise and we discussed 

about the secondary correction of nose of cleft lip children.  I always found him to be a man with simple plans.  The passion and 

commitment with which he executed them led to excellence. This reflected not only in his clinical work but even in his 

presentations.  

We will miss you Dr Panchavarnam and on behalf of thousands of families in whole lives you made a difference I say thank you for 

being what you were. 

Dr. S Raja Sabapathy

Prof.N.Mahendran
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